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SCHOOLS — ASSET IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [2.07 pm]: The Western Australian 
government is undertaking the most comprehensive public schools asset improvement program in the state’s 
history. Despite the tough economic climate, more money will be spent on Western Australian public schools 
over the next two years than ever before. This includes a record $1.066 billion in this financial year, of which 
$400 million is from the state government budget. This funding will see the start of construction of many new 
schools and the planning of many others around the state. 

I was particularly pleased to have been in Dongara last Friday with you, Mr Speaker, to turn the first sod on the 
$30 million upgrade of Dongara District High School. This rebuilding program, flagged for completion by 
December 2011, will see most of the school’s existing facilities replaced and will result in a virtually brand-new 
school for Dongara for the start of the 2012 school year. All primary and secondary learning areas will be 
replaced and a new administration building and library will be constructed. The existing administration block 
will be converted to a student services block. New specialist facilities will include design and technology, and art 
and home economics rooms, while the existing covered assembly area and music room will be retained. It was 
clear during my visit that existing facilities at the school are well below standard and I would like to congratulate 
you, Mr Speaker, for ensuring that it was a priority capital works project for the new Liberal-National state 
government.  

The WA government is spending more on school capital works than any previous state government, including an 
additional $300 million to build 14 new schools in the next six years and an extra $50 million on a four-year 
capital improvements program for existing schools. 

Schools around the state are also benefiting from the federal government’s Building the Education Revolution 
stimulus package. Last week a concrete slab poured at Mirrabooka Primary School marked the start of work that 
will see hundreds of schools with new libraries, halls and classrooms. 

It is an exciting time for the WA education system, both inside and outside the classroom. This momentous 
capital works program, coupled with the state government’s initiatives in the areas of early childhood education, 
literacy and numeracy, behaviour improvement and school autonomy, will ensure that all children receive the 
best possible education, no matter where they live.  
 


